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"We have stepped off the cliff and are falling into madness."The mind-bending pace of Black

accelerates in Red, Book Two of Ted Dekker's epic Circle Series. Less than a month ago, Thomas

Hunter was a failed writer selling coffee at the Java Hut in Denver. Now he finds himself in a

desperate quest to rescue two worlds from collapse. In one world, he's a battle-scarred general

commanding an army of primitive warriors. In the other, he's racing to outwit sadistic terrorists intent

on creating global chaos through an unstoppable virus. Two worlds on the brink of destruction. One

unthinkable solution.Enter an adrenaline-laced epic where dreams and reality collide. Nothing is as

it seems, as Black turns to Red.
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Those who enjoyed Dekker's previous work, Black, won't have to miss a beat; Red begins literally

from Black's cliffhanger ending, and rushes mercilessly into the next volume of the Circle Trilogy.

We find Thomas Hunter again in peril in the present day, but with a new toughness and maturity

from his battles in the other world. The danger to our world begins approaching a climactic phase

and Hunter maintains a tenuous balance between those demanding his help here and the duties of

his innovative military leader persona in the other world.The vivid tragedy Dekker paints in this part

of the trilogy is astonishing. I have never before found myself yelling "No!" or cheering out loud with

a book as I did reading Red. Throughout each chapter, the reader feels an ever-intensifying sense



of inevitability from observing wrong choices made with right motives. The characters all emanate

genuineness and urgency. Consequently, we empathize with most if not all of them, grudgingly

even those in the Horde--the scaly, vicious and revolting enemy of Thomas and the Forest People.

As we've come to expect, there is no shortage of shocking revelations either.Ted Dekker's novels

have a trademark underlying theme: romance. In Black, Thomas Hunter's romance with Rachelle

flowed like a silk curtain in the wind, graceful and sweet. In Red, romance is equally prevalent, if not

more so; but Dekker spins us around with it by throwing completely unexpected plot changes in our

way. He leads the reader like a master, allowing our preconceived ideas and human emotion to

propel us to conclusions which often turn out to miss the mark. Romance, devotion and valiance

soak the characters, and we find ourselves aspiring to be so brave, so loving.
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